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EXMOUTH GULF — MARINE PARK 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Environment) [12.13 pm]: Today I rise to inform the house that 
on Monday I was in Exmouth to announce significant progress on the McGowan government’s December 2021 
announcement about historic protections to safeguard the spectacular Exmouth Gulf. The government has allocated 
$3.4 million in the state budget for the implementation of our protections. The government will provide $800 000 
to the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions to begin the planning for the marine park in the 
southern and eastern portions of the gulf, and protections for the islands of the gulf and areas of significance at 
Qualing Pool and Camerons Cave. This marine park will be co-designed with the traditional owners, along with 
the invaluable input from the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, commercial, recreational 
and charter fishers, and other stakeholders, including the Exmouth community. I was honoured to spend time on 
the water in the proposed marine park with traditional owners and hear from them about the importance of the 
gulf for its biodiversity and Aboriginal cultural and heritage values, and the importance of partnering together in 
protections and joint management over this special place. 
I also announced that a further $2.6 million will be provided to the Department of Water and Environmental 
Regulation to support the Exmouth Gulf Taskforce. The task force will provide advice to me on broader strategic 
issues relating to Exmouth Gulf and its surrounds, including the subterranean waterways. The task force will be 
ably chaired by Ms Laine Ashforth–McDonald, a former member of the other place and respected lawyer. The 
task force will be made up of up to 15 representatives, including from government agencies, stakeholders and the 
community. I look forward to announcing in coming weeks that nominations will be open for two community 
representatives on the task force. I am pleased to report that my visit and this announcement were well received 
by the community of Exmouth on Monday. 
This work will be crucial in preserving the gulf’s natural beauty for the benefit of biodiversity, Aboriginal culture, 
and future generations of Western Australians. I would like to thank the people I met in Exmouth for the warm 
welcome I received, and I look forward to seeing that wonderful community up there again very soon. Thank you 
very much. 
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